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ARTSALTOONA ADDING A POP OF COLOR WITH  

“WRAPPER’S DELIGHT” PERFORMANCE ART PIECE 

In an effort to make its presence known, create drive-by public art, and pay homage to the late 

Christo, ArtsAltoona presents “Wrapper’s Delight”, a performance art piece that will combine 

music mash-up, hip hop dance, and tree wrapping.  The project brings together multiple artists, 

performers, and art forms and offers a sampling of ArtsAltoona programing efforts that include 

a visual, musical, or performance experience.  

“ArtsAltoona is the new kid on the block and no one really knows it’s here. This performance art 

piece, and I use that term loosely, is my attempt to bring attention to the center,” said Claudia 

Montero, one of two AmeriCorps members working with the group whose tasks include 

community outreach and  event and educational programming.   She continued, “The artist 

Christo, who recently passed, was known for ambitious, large-scale public art projects that 

involved draping, hanging, or wrapping fabric in, on, or around large structures. He wrapped 

several Biscayne Bay islands in skirts of pink fabric and set the stage for the revival of a 

strife-ridden Miami. Trees aren’t as large scale as islands, but they do lend themselves quite 

well to wrapping.” 

 The work is titled “Wrapper’s Delight” and features the music mash-up skills of DJ Chaos, 

choreography by Alicia Lombardo to be performed by three dancers, and Montero and her 

sister, the wrap artists. In titling the piece, Montero, a fan of old school rap, gave a nod to The 

Sugarhill Gang’s iconic single that became a Top 40 on the Billboard Hot 100. 

The piece evolved from a small homage to a more involved work that includes music and dance 

elements. Chad Landek, aka DJ Chaos, and president of the Lakemont Lions Club, believes his 

purpose is to help others by offering his talent when asked. “I was always taught to help others 
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and if someone asks, they must think highly of you and you appreciate them asking,” 

commented Landek when asked how he got involved.  

Alicia Lombardo is game for anything that involves dance. So when Montero approached her 

with the project, she was in. (Look through text messages and emails for more info) 

One of the purposes of Christo’s and Jeanne-Claude’s  (his wife and artist partner) work was to 

change perceptions.  By covering the many details of large, historic buildings, such as the 

Reichstag in Berlin, it allowed the viewer to forget the past and see it as something new. 

Neither good nor bad, just different.  Our ‘wrappers’ will change the view of the trees and the 

space around the building as we become the new community-based art center.  By re-tasking 

the historic building with a long grand history, we become the ‘new kids on the block’, and are 

opening the ArtsAltoona Center for our new family and friends. Come see the space as 

something new, but with the same community message. 

ArtsAltoona’s mission is to foster a thriving, creative community and to enhance economic 

development through arts, education, and culture by offering a venue for performance, 

learning, and listening. 

 


